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Jieſu anſwered, My Kingdom 
1 not t of the World. i 
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a b ets NE of thoſe great Effet, which | 
= length of Time is ſeen to bring 


along with it, 1s the Alteration of 


EC the Meaning annexed to certain 
Sounds,” The Signification of a Word, well 


made uſe of it, is very inſenſtbly varied, by 
paſſing thro many Mouths, and by being taken 


till it often comes to Rand for a Complication 


of Notions, as diſtant from the original Inten- 
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known and underſtood by Thoſe who firſt 


and givenby Multitudes, in common Diſcourſe; 


neſs 
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4 A Sermon Preach'd before the KinG 


neſs is to Light. The Ignorance and Weak-- 
neſs of Some, and the Paſſions and Bad Deſigns N 
of Others, are the great Inſtruments of this 
Evi] : which, even when it ſeems to affect only 
indifferent Matters, ! in reaſon to be op- 
poſed, as it tends in. it's. nature to confound 
Men's Notions in weightier Points; but, when 
it hath once invaded the moſt Sacred and Im- 
portant Subjects, ought, in Duty, to be reſiſted 
with a more open and undiſguiſed Zeal, as 
what toucheth the very Vitals of all that i Is 
good, and is juſt going to take from Men's 
OM the Boundaries of Right and Wrong: 73 


The only Gare for this Evil, in » Gaia of lo : 

. oreat Concern, is to have recourſe to the Ori- 

ginals of Things: to the Law of Reaſon, in 
thoſe Points which can be traced back: thither; 
and: to. the Declarations of Jeſus. Chriſt, and 
his immediate Followers, in ſuch Matters, as 
took. their Riſe ſolely from thoſe Declarations. 
For the Caſe is plainly this, that. Words and 
Sounds have had ſuch an Effect, (not upon the 
n | . Nature 
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Nature of Things, which i is unmoveable; but) 
upon the Minds of Men in thinking of them; 
that the very ſame Word remaining, (which | 
at firſt: truly repreſented One certain Thing, 
by having Multitudes of new inconſiſtent Ideas, 
in every Age, and every Year;. added to it, 
becomes it ſelf the greateſtH ndranceta, the true 
underſtanding of the Nature of the Thing firſt 
intended 1 BY 
For Inſtance, 1 in St. ae 8 tor 
was Virtue and Integrity, as to our ſelves, and 
Charity and Beneficence to others; before Cod, 
even the Father, Ja. i. 2 7. By Degrengiit is come 
to ſignify, in moſt of the Countries throughout 
the whole World, the Performance of every 
thing almoſt, exceꝑt Virtue and Charity ; and 
particularly, a punctual Exactneſs in a N 
to particular Times, Places, Formis, and Modes, 
diverſified according to os various. Humours 
of Men; recommended and practiſed under 
the avowed Name of. External Religion: 3 Two 
Words, which, in the Senſe fix'd upon them 
by; many Chriſtians God bath put aſunder ; and 
| N which 
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Which therefore, no Alan Hgoul join tagetbef 


ber. 
And accordingly, the Notion of a Religious 
Man differs in every Country, juſt as much as 
Times, Places, Ceremonies, Imaginary Auſterities, 
and all other Outward Circumſtances, are diffe- 
rent and various: Whereas in truth, tho a2 
Man, truly Religious in other Reſpects, may 
make uſe of ſuch Things; yet, they can. 
not be the leaſt part of his Religion, properly 
ſo call'd, any more than his Food, or his Rai- | 


ment, or any other Circumſtance of his Life. 


This likewiſe, the Werhip of God, to be 
paid by Chriſtians, was, in our Fotis time, 
and in his own plain Words, the Worſhip of 
the Father in Spirit and Truth ; and this de- 
clared to be one great End propoſed i in the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation : : The Hour cometh, and 
now ts, when the true Wofhippers hall Workip 
the Father in Spirit and in Truth: fer the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. John 1. 22... But 
the Notion of it is become quite another thing: 


and 1 in many Cbriſtian Countries, that which 
| ſtill - 


| itt retains the Nees of tr Werſhip of God, 
is: indeed the Neglect, and the Diminution of 
the Father; and the Worſhip of other Being 
| belides, and ibo than, the Father. And cis | 
performed in fuch a manner, as that any muif- 
ferent SpetFator” would conclude, that neither 
the Confciences nor Underftandings of Men, 
neither Spirit nor Truth were at all concerned 
in the Matter; or rather, that they had been 
baniſh'd from it by an expreſs Command. In 
the mean time the Word, or Sund, ſtill remains 
the ſame in Diſcourſe.” Phe wüde Lump of 
indigeſted, and inconfiſtent Notions and Pra- 
Sices; Every thing that is felemmly ſuid, or 
done, when the Worſhip of God is profes, is: 
9 equally cover'd under that general Name; and, 
by the help of uſing the ſame Original Ward, 
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5 Pre is all eur Bee heise a 

it, and particularly im that Foam which He 
we nutzer his Followers, was'a calm, un- 

difturbed; 3 5 tion of 
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a Father, expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and 
Wiſhes before Him, which every ſincere Mind 


ought to have. But the ſatne Word, by the 


: help of Men, and voluminous Rules of Art, 


8 8 Buche before th ther Kin & t 8 


is come to ſignify Heat and Flame, in ſuch a 


manner, and to ſuch a degree, that a Man 
may be in the Beſt Diſpoſition i in the World, 
and yet not be devaut enough to Pr. Y and 
many an honeſt Petſon hath been perplex'd;by 
this Means, with Doubts and Fears of being 


N 


vncapable of Praying, for want of an intenſeneſi. 


of Heat, which hath) no more te lation to the 


Duty, than a Man's being in 4 Fever hath, to 


the Sincerity of tis Profedlions,or: Addrefles to 


oa 


"200% "ry 1D 571905 VAST SIDE 
OWE more, the Love 0] 


thoſe of St. John, many times repeated, the 
kreping bis Commaniiments,: or | doing bis Will. 


Joh. * 1,23. ch. 33. 10 J Joh. 2. 5 ch. 5. 
3.11 Job; 6. But the Notion of it was, i ſeems, 2 
eren dies ſo hath been imptoved 


| any —_ ee 10 N10 93 naflvr Flue 


God, and of our 
rs e Was at firſt, in his πn Words, and 


7 — 22 KANE — maT \ S% — * 8 — 
* * 


at Sb. . es 1 Chapel, March 27, 171%. ay 


. by his later Followers, till the ſame Name, ſtil 
kept up in the Language of Chriſtians, is far re- 

ved from the Thing principally and firſt in- 

ended; and is come by degrees to ſignify a 
violent Paſſ on, Commotion, and Ecſtaſy, vent- 
ing it ſelf in ſack ſort” of Expreſſions and Dif- 
orders, as other Paſſtons do: and this regulated 
and defined, by ſuch a Variety of Imaginati- 
ons, that an ordinary Chriſtian, with the ut- 
moſt Sincerity in his Heart, is filled with no- 
thing but eternal Suſpicions, L Doubts, and 
Perplexities, 'whether he 1 * _ of 220 
true L ode of ens or not. | 


þ be have bens theſe r Parting a not Abou 5 
to ſhew the Evil it ſelf; and to how great a 


Degree the Nature of Things hath ſuffered in 
he Opinions of Men, by the Alteration of the 
Senſe of the ſame Words and Sounds: but to give 
you Occa ion to obſerve, that there can be no 
Cure for ;, in Chriſtians, but to go back to the 
New Teſtament it ſelf; becauſe there alone we 
ſhall find the Original intention of ſuch Words; 
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or the "OR of the Thing an to be ig; 
nified by. them, declared and fixed: by -our 
Lord, or his Apoſtles from him, by. ſome ſuch. 
Marks, as may, if we will attend-to ng 
guide and guard us in our Notions of 99s 
g e in whish we are moſtof all concern d 


Cl oſen 
thoſe Werds, in which our Lord himſelf decla- 
red: the- Natiire of ks our Kingdom. This 
Ringdam of Chrift, is the ſame with the Church 
of Chrift, And the Nition' of the Church of 
Chriſt, which, at firſt, was only the Number, 
ſſmall or great, of Thoſe who believed Him to 
be the Meſſtab ; or of Thoſe ho ſubjedted 
themſel ves to Him, as their King, in — 
of Religian; having fince that Time been ſo 
diverſied by the various en in b the: 
undergone, that it is almoſt impoſũ ble ſo much 
⁊s to number up the man — — 
that have come, by daily Additions," to be 
united together in it: nothing, [ think, can be 
more uſeful, chan to * ing, 


11 is ae this 3 4 4 ha; ch 
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under ſome other Image, which hath not been 
10 much uſed; nor conſequently fo much defa- 
ted,” And fitice the Image of His Kingdom, is That 
ander which our Lord | himſelf" choſe to repte- 
ſent it? We may be ſure that, if we fincerely 


examine our Notion of his Church, by what 
He faith of his Kmgdom.,' that it is not of this 


World, we ſhall exclude out of it, every thing 
that he would have excluded; and then, what 
remains will be true, pure, and uncotrupted. 
And what I have to ay, in order to this, will 
be to aps under Tuo General Head. 


iy welt, e 5 = is kimlelkt the ble! Lowe iber 

to his Sebi ecke, and himſelf the ſole Judge e of 
Their Bebel, in the Affairs of Cnc and 
Eternal Salvation. And in this Senſe therefore, His 
Kingdom is not ef this World, that He hath, in 
thoſePoints, left behind Him, no viſible, humane 
Authority; no Vicegerents, who can be laid pro- 
1 erh o Wpply his Place; no Interpreters, upon 
5 „ ” whom 


hs, firſt e or f. ) ke chende 


Judges over. the Conſciences o or Religion of his 
People. For if this were ſo, that any ſuch abſo; | 
lute Vicegerent; Authority, either for the making : 


nem Lows,. or interpreting Old Ones, or Judging 


bis Subjects 1 in Religious Matters, were lodged in 
any Men upon Earth the Conſequence would 


be, that what: till. retains. the Name, of the 
church of Chriſt, would not be the Kingdom 8 


Chriſt, but the Kingdom of thoſe Men, veſted 


| with ſuch Authority. For, whoeyer hath ſuch an 


Authority of making I. WS, is ſo. far. a, King.: 2 
and whoever can add new Laws to thoſe of 


Chriſt, equally obligatory, is as truly a King, 
as Chriſt himſelf is: Na y, whoever: 


th an abſo- 
[ute Authority to interpret any written, or. ſakes 
Laws; it is He, who is truly the Lam giver, t to 
all Intents and Purpoſes; and not the Perſon 


IP W . 
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i humane Society, 85 t he 8 of. 
Taws, may, of neceſſity, be lodged, in ſome Caſes, 
in che Hands of, Thoſe who were not original- 


17 


Iy the e bee this is not 1 e 3 (n0 nor 
of had. Ce nſequence to Society: becauſe the e- 
ſlators can reſume the Interpretation 1 into their 
own! Hands, as. they are Witneſſes to what. 
paſſes; in the World; and as They can, and 
will, ſenſibly interpoſe in all thoſeCaſes,in which, 


their Interpoſition becomes neceſſary. And 


therefore, They are fill properly the Legiſlators. 


But it is other wiſe 1 in, Religion, or the Kingdom 


of briſt. ; He. himſelf never interpoſeth, fince 
his firſt, Pre 1 ilgation. of his Lam, either. to 

convey. Infallibili tyto Such as. pretend. to handle 
it · over againʒ or ta aſſert the true Interpretation 
of it, amidfi the various and contradictory Opi- 


nions of Men about it. If He did certainly thus 
e the Legiſia- | 
tor. But, as He. doth. not; J if ſuch an abſolute 
Authority. be once lodged with Men, u under 
the Notion of. Interpreters, They. then. become | 


interpoſe, He, himſelf would ſtill 


the Legiſlators, and not Cbriſt; and They ale 
in their own. Kingdmn, and not. n He 1-14 


%%% ĩͤ ²db . 1 


. A, er ror tt wot 


e 


* 159 ene babe, Kine 


| 1 * e e thing, es te Reurrd end Pa- 
niſhments, to carry forward” the great End of 
ſs Kingdom. If any Men upon Earth have 
4 Right to add to t e Sanfions of his Laws; 
that is, to increaſe the Number , or alter the 
Nature, of the Rewer and Pinifh; ety of bis 
| Subjetts, in Matters of Con cience, or Sal- 
vation: They are 10 far "Roles + in hls 
ſtead; and Reign in their own Kingdom, 
and not in His. So it is, Whenever They 
erett Tribundls, and exerciſe A crudgment over 
the Conſciences of Men; and aſſame to 
| Themſelves the Determination of ſuch Points, 
as cannot be determined, but by | 
Knows the Hearts; or, when "They willy: any 
of their 'own' Declarations, or Pecillons, to 
concern and affect the State of Chriſt's Sub⸗ 
jets, with regard to the Favour of God: chi 
9 s fo far, the 2 — Kingdom of t 
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Nor is this matter at all made better by their 
declaring Themſelves to be Vice. gereuts, or Law- 
maker's, — under Chriſt, in arder to carry 
on the Ends of his Kingdom. For it comes to 
this at laſt, ſince 5· doth not ſeem fit to Chriſt 
himſelf to interpoſe ſo as to prevent or remedy all 
their miſtakes and contradictions, that, if ber 
have this power of interpreting, or adding, I. | 
and judging Men, in ſuch a ſenſe, that Chriſtiane 
ſhall be indiſpenſably and abſolutely obliged to 
obey thoſe Laws,and to ſuhmit to thoſe Decjſtons ; 
Lſay, if They have this power lodged with them, 
0 the Kingdom, © in Which Fhey. rule, is not the 
ift, but of Themſelves; He doth: 
Anh ai e They And, whether They hap- 
pen d agire with Him, or ro differ from Him, 
as long 4854 ey e the L. gi ders, and Jul. 
ges without any nt cpolicion from Chriſt, either 
td Munde of corrects; __ Jeriſuens,- They, ae 
Signed * Kingdew 5 nnd 6 fe Fa. > 
ine 11 Ben 
50111 berge Mk r -bri es the oo 
dom art as a "ge Cbriſt bim- 
1} | ſelf 
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Subjects, in all points relating to the favour or 


toro and Judges, in matters relating to Ce 


: of Legiſlation and Judgment, in it. 
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ab 1 Sermon Preach d be | 
| Sole Judge of his 


diſpleaſure of Almighty God; and that All His 
Suhjeclo, in what Station ever They! may be, are 
equally Subject. to Him; and that No One of 
them, any more than Another, hath Authority, 
either! to make New Laws for Chrif® Subjects; or 


to impoſe a ſenſe upon the 0/4 Ones, which is 


the ſame thing; or to Judge, Cenſure, or Puniſh, 


the Servants of Another Mater, in matters relating 


| purely to Conſcience, or Sasdlrion If any Perſon 
hath any other Notion, either thro” a Wd Uſe of 
Words with Fnconfeht Meanin gs, or thro a neg- 


ligence of Thought ; let Him but ask Himſelf, 
whether the Church of Chriſt be the King gdom of 


Christ, or not: And, if it be, 9 Notion 
of it doth not abſolutely exclude All beher Legiſſa | 


or the favour of God; or, whethe 
Kingdom, if any Mortal Men have fuch a Power 
This En- 
quir) will bring Us back to the firſt, which is the 
175 Thus, Acounr'of the Church al WW 
the 


ness Ch: nel. March: 37 a7: r 


Nian.: That it is the Number of N 
Small or Great, whether Diſperſed or ated, 
who ttuly and finoerely are Subjects to Jefus 
Chrift alone, as their Lam. giver and Juulge, in 


matters relating to =y oy of God, and cheir 


e re ons 1 (3; b 150112 1 Ou 
196 11 #4 $4 10% 
vol! The s next Hs point, FRY # ts if tb 

Church be the Kingdom of Chriſt; and this King- 

dum be net of this World: this muſt appear from 

the Nature and End of the Lowrof Chriſt; Abd 6f 
thoſe Rewards and Puniſhments, which are the 

Saxdtjons of his Law 

 claratibnsy relating to dhe Favoutt of God i ano 

ther State aſter this. They are Declaratioha of 
thoſe Conditions to be perform dʒ in this World; 
on our part, without Which God will not male us 

e ee that tocome. And they.arcalmoſt All 

Appeals to the Mili of that Gad to his 


Notoire; xhown by the Common Reaſon! bf Man- 
p oye and to the imitation of chat Natare,.. which . 


2 Keophig- his Com. | 


- ps 1s dickeed the Way to Life; and 


dhe Nate of chen in the month of A Cliti- "Ja 


Now his Lane ate De- 


| „ — 4 + dhe PrdeBd bers the Knee 


th doing his Will, the Entrance into the Hiag- 
dom of Heaven. The being Subject to Chriſt, is 
to this very End, that We may the better arid 
more effectually perform the Vill of God. The 
Laws of this Kingdom, therefore, as Chriſt left 
them, haye nothing of this World in their view:; 
no Tendency, either to the Exaltation of Some, in 
worldly pomp and dignity; or to their abſo- 
Jute Dominion, over the Faith and Religious . 
conduct of Others of his Subjects; or to the ere | 
| Ring of any ſort of Tempora! Kingdom, under 
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Stent End of his Kingdom," was to guide Men 
to Happineſs, after the ſhort Images of it were 
over here below; ſo, He took his Motives from 

that place, where His Kingdom firſt began, and 
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He is not now ſeen by mortal Eyes; and Sub- 
ſtituting Others- i in his Place, as Law-givers- and 


Judges, in the ſame Points, in which He muſt 1 


either Alone, or not at all, be Lam giver and 
Judge; not contented. wien ſuch a Kingdom as 
He. eſtabliſhed, and deſires to reign; in; but ur- 
ging and ee that Hir Kingdom muſt be 
like Other Kingdoms. Whereas He hath poſitive- 
ly; warn'd them ag ainſt any ſuch Arguings, by 
aſſuring Them _- this Kingdom is His Kingdom, 
and that it is not of this World, and therefore 
that No one of His. Sujets is Law-giver and 
Judge over Others of them, in matters relating to 
Salvation, but He alone; and that We muſt not 
Frame our Ideas 0 the Kingdoms of this World, 
of what ought. to be, in a viſt ble and ſenſible 
manner, in His Kugler. Bat . 
2. From what hath been ſaid it appears that 
the Kingdom: of Chriſt, which: is the Church of 
Chriſt, is the Number of perſons who are Sincere- 
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termining of their Intereſt in Socks olheue; hit 
wait for their ulge, Who Alone can thy. to. 


light the hidden things b aapkpeſs. \ 7 
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zee to 9 58 their. Morſbip by his Rule, and 
their whole practice by the — Law which 
He laid down: If They. feel themſelves in: this 
diſpoſition, They, may be very oertain that They 
are truly his. Subjects, and Members of his Hing: 
dom. Nor. need They envy; the Happineſs of 
Others, who may think. it a. mueh more evident 
Mark of their belonging to the Kingdom of Chrifts 
that, They have other Lawrgixers, and. Judges, 
in. Chriſts. Religion, beſides | Jeſus, Ghrift;, that 
They have. recourſe not to. hic omni Word,; but 
the. Words of Oubere who.: profes to. inkergres 
them; that They are ready; to Subarir to: this- In- 
5 terpretation,. let] it, be. what it, will; that. They) 
have ſet up to Themſelves the: Idol-o6afuniny 
. both in\Belief, andilorſbip, 
and Fraclice; in Words, unden Jeſus Chiiſts (but 
in deed and in. truthvower: Hun; ag it removes 
tbe minds: of his. Suhjeci from Hinſolf, to Weak, 
and paſſionate Men; and as. it-elaims the ſamo 
Rule and Power. i in bi N which He opp 
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3. "This will be d r obſervation. tliat it 
ently deſtroys the Rule and Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt,as Ning, to ſet up any Other Authority i in His 
Kingdom, to which His Subjects are indiſpenſably 
and abſolutely obliged to Submit their Conſcien- 


ces, or their Conduct, in what is properly cal- 


led Religion. There are ſome Profeſſed Chriſti- 


ans, who contend openly for ſuch an Authority, : 


as indiſpenſably obliges All around Them to 
Unity of Profeſſion; that is, to Profeſs even 
what They do not, what They cannot, believe 
This ſundsſo rofl) „ that Others, 
who think They act a glorious part in oppoſing 
ſuch an Enormity, are very willing, for their 
own fakes, to retain ſuch an Authority as ſhall 


| oblige Men, whatever They themſelves think, 
chough not to profeſs what They do not believe, 


yet, to forbear the profeſſion and publication of 
what They do believe, let them believe it of 
never Ina eu 1 Red 15 
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ruines of Sincerity and Common Honeſty; and 
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the obedience of his Subject Toole) from Him. 
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